An Analysis of Grammatical Mistakes in  Students’ Writing by Qhusnul Qhatimah, 231324160
 
 
 
 
AN ANALYSIS OF GRAMMATICAL MISTAKES IN  
STUDENTS’ WRITING 
 
 
THESIS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by 
 
QHUSNUL QHATIMAH 
 
Student of Faculty of Education and Teacher Training 
Department of English Language Education 
Reg.No : 231324160 
 
 
FACULTY OF EDUCATION AND TEACHER TRAINING 
AR-RANIRY STATE ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY 
DARUSALAM-BANDA ACEH 
2018 M/1439 H 
 
 
 
 
ii 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
iii 
 
 
 
 
iv 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 
  
  Alhamdulillah, All praises be to Allah SWT, The Most Gracious, The 
Most Merciful, The King who owns the power over all the creatures and who 
always blesses and gives me health, strength and passion to accomplish this thesis. 
Peace and salutation to the prophet Muhammad SAW whom together with his 
family and companions has struggled whole heartedly to guide his ummah to the 
right way. 
 First of all, I would like to express my greatest love and thank to my 
parents, Sulaiman and Nur‟aini Amin who always support me with their endless 
love and always give the best for me. Then, for my lovely sisters and brother 
Sumeinika Fitria Lizmah, Mulya Afrianti, Aulia Suci Ramadhani and Muhammad 
Nuzul Fajar, for my aunty Nurjasmi Amin, and also for all of my family who 
always support me with love.  
 Then, I would like to dedicate my deepest gratitude and appreciation to my 
supervisors Drs. Lukmanul Hakim, MA, and Drs. Amiruddin for their valuable 
guidance, advices, support, kindness, insightful comment, and immense 
knowledge in completing this thesis. I am extremely grateful to be supervised by 
them. Also, my great appreciation is addressed to the Head of English Language 
Education, Dr. T.Zulfikar.,M.Ed and all staff , my academic advisor, Siti 
Khasinah, M.Pd and all lecturer, both English and non-English lecturers who 
guided and helped me during my study in UIN Ar-Raniry.  
 
 
v 
 
 Furthermore, my deeply thanks go to the lecturer who gave permission to 
get the students‟ writing of my research in his class Mr. Dr. Jarjani Usman, S.Ag., 
S.S., M.Sc., M.S., and my research participants brother and sisters from English 
Language Education year 2017 unit 2.  
 My thanks are also addressed to Sarah, Meri, Wilda, Timi, Arisna, Husna, 
Rani, and all people who supported and helped me. Also, my special thanks for 
my best friends Fitria, Safri, Aja, Tary, Nova, Wilda, and Aciyah. The last, my 
thanks go to my housemates who always help me. 
 Finally, I realize this thesis is in need for the constructive ideas in order to 
fulfill its weakness. The researcher hopes it is useful for Writing teaching in 
particular and English Language Education Department of UIN Ar-Raniry Banda 
Aceh.  
       Banda Aceh, 05 January 2018 
 
        Qhusnul Qhatimah 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
vi 
 
CONTENTS 
 
        Pages  
THESIS COVER  ............................................................................................. i 
APPROVAL LETTER FROM SUPERVISOR  ........................................... ii 
SIDANG MUNAQASYAH-EXAMINER SIGNATURE ............................. iii 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ............................................................................... iv 
CONTENTS  ..................................................................................................... vi 
LIST OF TABLES  .......................................................................................... viii 
LIST OF APPENDICES  ................................................................................ ix 
DECLARATION OF ORIGINALITY .......................................................... x 
ABSTRACT ...................................................................................................... xi 
CHAPTER I : INTRODUCTION 
A. Background of Study .................................................................. 1  
B. Research Question ...................................................................... 4  
C. The Aim of Study ....................................................................... 4  
D. Significance of Study  ................................................................ 4  
E. Terminologies ............................................................................. 5  
1. Analysis ............................................................................... 5  
2. Writing ................................................................................. 5  
3. Students‟ Writing ................................................................ 6 
4. Grammatical Mistakes ......................................................... 7 
F. The scope of Study ..................................................................... 7 
 
CHAPTER II : LITERATURE REVIEW 
A. Error Analysis Study .................................................................. 9 
1. Definition of Error and Mistake  .......................................... 11 
2. The Differences between Error and Mistake ....................... 12 
B. Writing ........................................................................................ 14 
1. Definition of Writing ........................................................... 14 
2. Writing Aspect .................................................................... 16 
C. Grammar  .................................................................................... 17 
1. Definition of Grammar ........................................................ 17 
2. Grammatical Mistakes ......................................................... 18 
D. Studies on Writing  ..................................................................... 23 
 
CHAPTER III : RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
A. Research Design ........................................................................ 25  
B. Source of Data ........................................................................... 25 
C. Technique of Data Collection .................................................... 26 
D. Technique of Data Analysis  ..................................................... 27 
 
CHAPTER IV : FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
A. Findings ..................................................................................... 28 
B. Discussion .................................................................................. 34 
 
 
vii 
 
CHAPTER V : CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
A. Conclusion ................................................................................. 39 
B. Suggestion ................................................................................. 40 
REFERENCES ................................................................................................. 42 
APPENDICES ..................................................................................................  
AUTOBIOGRAPHY .......................................................................................  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
viii 
 
LIST OF TABLES 
   
Pages 
Table 4.1 The students’ mistakes in tense ...................................................... 29  
Table 4.2 The students’ mistakes in personal pronouns ............................... 30  
Table 4.3 The students’ mistakes in subject verb agreement....................... 31 
Table 4.4 The percentage of mistakes ............................................................ 33 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ix 
 
LIST OF APPENDICES 
 
I. Appointment Letter of Supervisor 
II. The Recomendation Letter of Conducting Research from Faculty of 
Tarbiyah and Teacher Training 
III. The confirmation Letter of Conducted Research from English 
Language Education 
IV. Students’ Writing 
V. Autobiography 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
x 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
xi 
 
ABSTRACT 
 
This study is aimed to identify grammatical mistakes and to find out what aspects 
of grammar mostly made by the students. The researcher only focused on 
investigating three aspects of grammar namely; tenses, personal pronouns, and 
subject verb agreement. The methodology which was used is a qualitative 
approach. The source of data was documents, which are 19 students‟ writing of 
the third semester students of English Language Education, UIN Ar-raniry. The 
technique of collecting data was document analysis. In the result, the researcher 
found some grammatical mistakes in students‟ writing. From the three aspects of 
grammar, the researcher found that are 88 mistakes in tense, 30 mistakes in 
subject verb agreement, and 6 mistakes in personal pronoun. The most mistakes 
made by students were tenses, which is 70.97%.   
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
This chapter discusses the introduction of this study. There are several 
aspects explained here which are background of study, research questions, the aim 
of study, significances of study, terminologies, and studies on writing. 
 
A. Background of Study 
Writing is one of four skills that should be mastered by students. Writing 
is a process of how words transform into a written form that can be read and 
understood by readers. Also, writing is one way for people to connect and 
communicate to each other. According to Hornby (2003), writing is a process of 
expressing ideas down on paper and transfroming ideas into words to give a clear 
information in communication. Writing is an important skill that must be achieved 
by EFL learners. Through writing, learners can share their ideas, experiences, and 
knowledge with other people. In university, students have to learn writing as a 
part of their academic subject, especially for English students. Because it is one of 
the requirements to complete the course and get academic degree.  
In writing, there are some language aspects involved, such as grammar, 
spelling, punctuation, organization, and vocabulary. According to Brown (2001), 
writing is a written process of thinking, drafting, and revising that need a special 
skill on how to create and organize the idea coherently, how to make a clear 
meaning, and how to make written text for appropriate grammar that can be a 
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writing product. In addition, Harmer (2002) argues that besides grammar and 
vocabulary, there are some parts such as text forming, spelling, arrangement and 
punctuation which must be learned by EFL learners. It means that writing plays an 
important role in language learning such as to increase students‟ vocabulary, 
grammar knowledge, and how students can express their understanding and 
message into written form. Similarly, Javed, Juan and Nazli (2013) conclude that 
writing skill has an important role to improve students‟ understanding and ability 
with the goal of communication and interaction. 
However, writing is not an easy language skill for EFL learners to acquire. 
There are many difficulties in writing. Because there are some factors, including 
in planning, drafting, or organizing the ideas. For example students cannot 
determine how to write what they want to say, sometimes they are difficult to 
focus on the topic. Also, the students are difficult to decide what to write about, 
how to develop a topic, produce and elaborate the ideas, use prior knowledge and 
thing critically. Therefore, writing is a very difficult skill for students to be 
mastered. 
According to Richards and Renandya (2002), writing is one of the most 
difficult skills to be mastered by second language learners. The difficulty is every 
EFL learner has had his/her own language which is semantically and syntactically 
are different from those of the language he/she is learning now. In this regards, 
Nunan (1989) states that writing is a very difficult activity which is required the 
learner to have control some factors. For example, an academic background and 
personal interest of learners to various psychological, linguistic and cognitive 
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phenomena (Haider, 2012). Because of this, students should have to think harder 
when he/she produces words, sentences, paragraph, and at the same time. Also, 
he/she should be able to use appropriate grammar, organization, punctuation and 
other language aspects in writing. 
Therefore, it is reasonable that students often made mistakes in writing. 
Because there are many steps that must be done by students in writing. According 
to Littlejohn and Hicks (1996) mistake is a part of language learning that is 
necessary for students. Mistakes refer to students‟ performance in learning. For 
example, they failed to write the correct form of a language because of some 
factors such as slip, random guest, lose attention and etc. By making mistakes, 
students can develop their understanding about English rules and also they can be 
aware to write carefully. It means that students make mistakes because they have 
some particular situations in their performance.  
In this respect, Emmaryana (2010) conducted a study about the 
grammatical errors in students‟ writing of SMA Negeri 1 Cigudeg-Bogor. She 
analyzed 20 students‟ writing and she found that students mostly made error in 
tenses about 95% of 19 students. Then spelling and punctuation 90% of 18, 
sentence pattern 85% of 17 students, preposition 35% of 7 students and pronoun 
30% of 6 students. It means most students made grammatical errors in their 
writing, especially in tenses. 
My own experience as an EFL learner at the Department of English 
Education, UIN Ar-Raniry and as an English teacher at SMP 6 Seunagan during 
my two months of doing a teaching practice revealed that many students 
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encountered some difficulties in English writing. Referring to the above problem, 
I would like to conduct a study to investigate the grammatical mistakes made by 
the second year students of English Department of UIN Ar-Raniry. 
 
B. Research Questions 
Based on background of study above, the researcher would like to find the 
answer of the following research questions: 
1. What aspects of grammatical mistakes made by the second year students of 
English Language Education of UIN Ar-Raniry in writing? 
2. What are the most mistakes of three aspects made by the second year students 
of English Language Education of UIN Ar-Raniry in their writing? 
 
C. Aims of Study  
Based on the study questions above, the researcher wants: 
1. To identify grammatical mistakes made by the second year students of UIN 
Ar-Raniry in writing. 
2. To find out what aspects of grammatical mistakes mostly made by the second 
year students of English Language Education of UIN Ar-Raniry in their 
writing. 
 
D. Significance of Study 
Theoretically, this study is hoped to be useful for the process of teaching 
English writing at the Department of English Education of UIN Ar-Raniry. In 
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addition, the result of this study is expected to be useful for English teacher. This 
study provides grammatical mistakes made by students in writing. Therefore, 
teachers know what kinds of common grammatical mistakes made by students in 
writing and they should pay more attention to students‟ weaknesses in applying 
grammar in writing. The result of this study provides what aspects of grammar are 
mostly found in students‟ writing. By this way, the students are expected to be 
able to apply grammar correctly in their writing. This study is also useful for the 
next researcher to conduct further study related to English writing. 
 
E. Terminology 
There are some terms needed to clarify in this study; analysis, grammatical 
mistakes, writing, students‟ writing,  
1. Analysis 
Based on Oxford Dictionary, analysis is defined as “the process of 
breaking a concept down into more simple parts, so that its logical structure is 
displayed”. According to Rossett and Arwady (1987), analysis is getting 
information to solve problems in the corporation such as seeking opinions on 
optimals, feelings, causes, and solutions. Regarding to the statement above, the 
analysis in this study is to investigate the grammatical mistakes in students‟ 
writing. In this study, the analysis focuses on several grammatical aspects such as 
tenses, personal pronouns and subject verb-agreement. 
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2. Writing 
According to Brown (2001), writing is a written process of thinking, 
drafting, and revising that need a special skill on how to create ideas, how to 
organize the idea coherently into a written text, how to make a clear meaning, and 
how to make written text for appropriate grammar that can be a writing product. 
Hornby (2003) also explains that writing is a process of expressing ideas to be 
written on paper and the meaning of the idea will transform into some words to 
give a clear information for readers. Writing is complicated to learn because 
students should consider how to make a planning, organizing, and revising the 
meaning into a written form (Palmer, Hafiner & Sharp, 1994). 
 
3. Students’ Writing 
Students‟ writing is a written form made by students that tells about 
students‟ ideas, feelings, and opinions which provide some information for the 
readers. According to Harmer (2004) writing is a process of generating a language 
and expressing idea, feelings, and opinion. It means that writing is a complex 
activity of generating ideas, opinions, and feelings into written form that provide a 
clear meaning, so that the readers can understand what ideas tell in that writing. 
There are many kinds of writing such as, short-answer exams, essays, journals, 
blogs, and research assignments and so on. Before that, students should have 
knowledge how to make writing such as content, grammar, vocabulary, 
organization, and mechanic.  
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4. Grammatical Mistakes  
Grammar is a part of a language and it cannot be separated from the 
language (Wilcox, 2004). Grammar is a set of rules of language. According to 
Newson (2006), grammar is a set of rules which tell how to recognize the 
expression of words. Harmer (2001) defines grammar as the description of the 
ways in which words can change their forms and can be combined into sentences 
in the language. Grammar consists of forms and structure of words, phrase and 
sentences. There are some aspects of grammar, such as tenses, pronouns, subject 
verb agreement, etc. In short, grammar is a set of language rules that must 
students know and learn in the language learning process, because it can guide 
students both in speaking and writing. 
 
F. The Scope of Study 
In this study, the researcher focused in analyzing the grammatical mistakes 
made by the students in writing, which are consisting of three aspects: tense, 
subject verb agreement, and personal pronoun. In tense, there are only five tenses; 
simple present, simple past, simple future, present progressive, and past 
progressive. 
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CHAPTER II 
LITERATURE REVIEW 
 
This section explains the literature review of some important theories 
which might help the researcher to do this study. There are three important 
aspects; error analysis study, writing, and grammar.   
 
A. Error Analysis Study  
Error analysis is a linguistic analysis that focuses on the errors made by 
learners. Richards and Schmidt (2002) explain that error analysis is the study of 
errors made by second language learners. According to Richards (1973), as cited 
in Emmaryana (2010), error analysis is a study to express error made by the 
second and foreign language learners that are found both in writing and speaking. 
In addition, James (1998) states that error analysis is related to the analysis of the 
errors made by ESL and EFL learners by comparing the learners‟ knowledge with 
the target language rules and explaining the identified errors. Based on the 
explanation above, error analysis is the study of error and mistake in English 
language learning made by the ESL and EFL learners that are occured both in 
writing and speaking, which is by comparing the students‟ knowledge with the 
target language rules.  
Furthermore, error analysis is an important part in the language learning 
process that has many benefits either to teacher or student. Serombe (2002) 
mentions that error analysis has three purposes; firstly, it can be used in finding 
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out the language proficiency and achievement of learners, secondly, it can be used 
in getting information about common difficulties in language learning, and 
thirdly, it can be used in finding out how people learn a language. In addition, 
Corder (1967), as cited in Darus (2009), defines that analyzing errors can get two 
purposes; diagnostic and prognostic. It is diagnostic because it can reveal the 
learners‟ understanding of a language during the learning process. It is prognostic 
because it can tell the teacher to modify the learning materials to solve learners‟ 
problems in learning. Olasehinde (2002), as cited in Zawahreh (2012) states that 
sometimes it is possible for students to make errors in the learning process and 
this error cannot be avoided by the students and also it is necessary in the learning 
process. 
From the definition above, error analysis is a study of errors and mistakes 
made by the students that provide some information on students‟ common 
difficulties in language learning. According to Vahdatinejad (2008), error analysis 
can be used by a teacher to determine what kind of materials that students need to 
learn. Ferris (2002) mentions that error analysis can be useful in learning and 
teaching process of English effectively because foreign language is a gradual 
process which mistakes are expected to occur at all levels of learning. In 
conclusion, error analysis can help the teacher to gain information about the 
students‟ errors at different levels. Also, the teacher would be able to find out of 
what areas that should be focused and what kind of materials that are acceptable 
and suitable for the students. It can also help teachers in the language learning 
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process, especially in writing. Therefore, it is clear that error analysis is needed in 
the process of language learning. 
 
1. Definition of Error and Mistake 
In language learning, some students may make an error or mistake. 
Kaweera (2013) mentions that, these errors normally occur in language learning 
when students do not have enough knowledge of language rules. According to 
Cunningworth (1987), as cited in Khan and Khan (2016), errors are systematic 
deviations from language rules being studied by students. Similarly, Ellis (1994) 
argues that the error is a deviation from a language rule made by students in the 
learning process. Students make errors because they lack of knowledge of the 
target language rules. They will not be able to correct errors by themselves and 
need someone like a teacher to correct their errors. They may also make the same 
errors at the same times or in the future.  
In addition, Corder (1967), as cited in Febriyanti and Sundari (2016) states 
that error is systematic deviation that often occured repeatedly and not known by 
students. It means that students do not know about the correct form of their error 
and they need explanation about it. As mentioned by Gass and Selinker (2008) 
errors in language learning occur when students make errors systematically and 
repeatedly without any notice by the students. In conclusion, error is a deviation 
that occurs repeatedly and systematically because students do know the correct 
rules of the target language and need other people to tell or to correct their errors. 
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According to Ellis (1997), mistakes reflect occasional deviation in 
performance. It occurs because students are unable to perform what he or she 
knows. Ferris (2002) states that a mistake is a natural process of learning and must 
be considered as a part of cognition. In addition, Corder in Khanom (2014) asserts 
that mistakes are deviations in performance caused by several factors; memory 
limitation, emotional strain, lack of attention, fatigues, carelessness, etc., which 
are usually random and easily corrected by students when the teacher shows it. It 
means that students make mistakes when students are unable to perform the 
language because of their internal problem, such as slip, random guess, lose 
attention, etc. However, students know about the correct form of the rules of the 
target language. 
 
2. The Differences between Mistake and Error 
Sometimes people consider that error and mistake are the same and it is 
difficult to distinguish between error and mistake. Therefore, students and 
teachers need to know the differences between error and mistake. In language 
learning, students often make a mistake and an error. According to Ancker (2002), 
mistakes or errors are considered as part of learning because it is a natural process 
of learning. Students make errors when they lack of knowledge about the target 
language rules. Therefore, making an error is an important aspect to know 
information, whether it is caused by grammatical error or slip of the tongue either 
spoken or written language.  
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It is important to know about differences between error and mistake. 
According to Ellis (1997), errors reflect to students‟ knowledge that occurs 
because the students do not know what is correct. However, mistakes reflect to 
students‟ performances that occur because students are unable to perform what 
they understand about the target language rules. A mistake refers to a performance 
error of the students who fails to use the target language rules because of a slip or 
random guess. On the other hand, an error refers to students‟ competence in a 
language.  
All people make errors and mistakes, in both native and second languages. 
According to Jie (2008), errors are related to failure in competence and mistakes 
are related to failure in performance. In this case, a mistake occurs when students 
failure of using their knowledge of the target language. Ellis (1997), suggests two 
ways to distinguish between an error and mistake. The first way is to look the 
consistency of students‟ performance. If students sometimes use the correct form 
and sometimes incorrect, it is a mistake. However, if the students always use 
incorrect form, it is an error. The second way is to ask students to try to correct 
students‟ deviation by themselves. When students are unable to correct the 
deviations, it is an error and where the students are successful to correct the 
deviations, it is a mistake.  
Furthermore, Norrish (1983) defines error as a systematic deviation, when 
the students consistently get wrong. However, a mistake as an unsystematic 
deviation, when the students inconsistently get correct or wrong rules at different 
  
13 
 
times. In conclusion, errors and mistakes are totally different. Errors refer to lack 
of knowledge of a language. Meanwhile, mistakes refer to lack of performance.  
 
B. Writing 
1. Definition of Writing 
In daily life, writing becomes an important part besides spoken language. 
Because many activities which are done by people always related to writing. 
People need writing for several things such as when people want to apply for a 
job, writing a letter and diary, schools‟ lessons, etc. According to Wilson (2002) 
writing is an important aspect in your daily life. Through writing, people can 
express their opinions, ideas, thoughts, and feelings in a written form. From the 
explanation above, writing is a necessary thing in our daily life as a tool 
communication with other people in written form. Writing should be taught from 
school up to university level. 
In English language learning, there are several skills that must be learned 
and understood by students. One of them is writing skill. Cox (2007) states that 
writing is a way to express what you know by using words and phrases that tell 
about your ideas and all the things in your mind. According to Richard (2000) 
writing is functional communication because the students can create a story based 
on an imaginary world of their own words and designs. Harmer (2004) says that 
writing is a process of generating a language and expressing ideas, feelings, and 
opinions. Also mentioned by Otte and Mlynarczyk (2010), writing is the skill to 
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express ideas, thoughts, and feelings of the other people in writing symbols to 
make other people understand about the ideas. 
Writing plays an important role in language learning. It is difficult and 
takes a long time to master it, because it needs to practice in order to develop this 
skill and increase the ability in writing. As mentioned by Celce and Murcia 
(2001), writing is the ability to express the idea of students and should be 
reasonable, coherent, and accurate to get the achievement of it. So, in writing, 
students should arrange their ideas in the form of words, phrases, clauses, and 
paragraphs so that their writing can be understood and read clearly by the reader. 
However, writing is one of skills that considered as a difficult skill 
because students should provide some aspects in writing such as content, 
vocabulary, organization, purpose, punctuation and spelling. Also, Hogue (2008) 
states that writing skill requires certain skill including some aspects, such as 
sentence structure (how to arrange words in a sentence), organization (how to 
arrange ideas in a paragraph), and grammar and punctuation. In writing, any idea 
that you give must be supported with specific reasons or details (Langan, 2006). It 
means that writing is a difficult language skill because students should provide 
some aspects such as vocabulary, content, organization, and other things in their 
writing i order that they can explain their ideas by their own words. 
Furthermore, Boardman (2002) states that writing is a continuous process 
of thinking and organizing, rethinking, and reorganizing. Having a good writing is 
necessary in learning process. Cumming (2001, p.3) stated “one reason of a good 
writing requires of syntax and morphology, vocabularies, and a good command 
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over conventional forms and over the means of signaling the relation of the texts”. 
It means that writing is a complex activity in processing ideas and creating 
sentences in the papers which should provide a clear information so that the 
reader can understand about it. Also, students have to practice more to develop 
their skill and ability in writing. 
 
2. Writing Aspects 
Harmer (2002) proposes that there are some aspects that must be 
concerned in the writing process, such as language use (grammar, vocabulary, and 
linkers), punctuation and layout, spelling, checking the unnecessary words or 
information, deciding on the information on each paragraph, and the paragraph 
order and give a clear meaning of ideas. It shows that writing is a complex process 
of combining various elements, especially for the students that need time to create 
and to arrange ideas until finish writing works. 
Similarly, Jacobs (1981) specifically mentions five aspects of writing that 
should be considered by students, namely, content, organization, vocabulary, 
language use, and mechanic. The explanation of the aspects as follow:  
1. Content is how the writer develops his/her idea related to the topic. 
Content also refers to the main ideas of writing that provide some 
information supported by supporting ideas which can give the meaning 
of the writing for the readers.  
2. Organization refers to forms or patterns of writing. Students should 
organize their ideas to make and to give a clear meaning for readers. 
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3.  Vocabulary is the important aspect of language learning, especially in 
writing. Vocabulary refers to the selection of words that is suitable to 
the content. 
4. Language use refers to the use of correct grammatical form and syntax 
pattern of separating, combining, and grouping ideas in words, phrases, 
clauses, and sentences in a paragraph of writing. 
5. Mechanic refers to the use of the correct conventions to the written 
language likes punctuation, spelling, and others 
 
C. Grammar 
1. Definition of Grammar 
In English language, grammar and writing are related to each other 
because grammar takes an important part to improve writing skill. Grammar is the 
study of rules, forms, structures that is related to English language and it  is the 
basic thing that students should have in language learning. Grammar can guide the 
students to write something appropriately with the rules of the target language. 
Grammar is a description of the structure of a language and the way in which 
linguistic units such a word and phrase are combined each other to produce 
sentences in the language (Harmer, 2001). As mentioned by Hornby (1989), 
grammar as the rules of a language for changing the form of words and combining 
them into sentences. Brown (2001) argues that grammar is a set of rules about the 
structure and connection of words in a sentence. In conclusion, grammar is a set 
of rules of a language which guides the students in writing that is used to 
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changing and combining the words into sentences so that the reader can 
understand about the writing. 
Grammar is very important aspect of language learning both in speaking 
or writing. As said by Harmer (1991), grammatical knowledge is very important 
for students who want to have communicative competence. Swan (1985) claimed 
that mastery grammar is very important to support the good use of a language. By 
having a good understanding of grammatical concepts, learners can avoid the use 
of incorrect structures especially in writing. Also, grammar is very important to 
produce a good paragraph which can produce a good writing. 
Grammar consists of forms and structure of words, phrase and sentences. 
According to, Newson (2006) grammar is a set of rules which tell how to 
recognize the expression of words. Harmer (2001) defines grammar as the 
description of the ways in which words can change their forms and can be 
combined into sentences in the language. It can be seen that grammar as a rule in 
language consists of words and forms that will be combined into sentences. 
 
2. Grammatical Mistakes 
Grammatical mistake is a grammar deviation made by students in learning 
a language. Students are unable to perform what he/she knows about the use of 
grammar in language learning, because of some factors such as, slip, random 
guess, memory limitation, lack of attention, and others. In this study, there are 
some aspects of grammar, such as tenses, subject verb agreement and personal 
pronouns. These aspects will be explained in the next sections. 
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1) Tense  
Tense is a way language expresses the time at which an event is described 
by a sentence occurs. In English, this is a property of a verb forms, and expreses 
only time related information. Hornby (1975, p.78) states “ the word time stands 
for a concept with which all mankind is familiar, divided into past, present and 
future. The word tense stands for a verb form or series of verb forms used to 
express a time relation. Tenses may indicate whether an action, activity, or state.” 
Tense is a category of time distinctions expressed by any conjugated form a verb. 
Tense specifies whether the verb refers to an action in the past, present or future. 
In this research, only five tenses analyzed; simple past, simple present, simple 
future, past progressive, and present progressive. It is due to the fact that these 
tenses are basic tenses that students understand and know about it. 
 
a. Simple Past Tense  
Azar (2003) states that the simple past indicates that an activity or situation 
began an ended at a particular time in the past. Time that used in the past tense are 
yesterday, last night, last week, last month, last years, two days ago, and etc. 
Some examples of simple past tense: 
1) I walked to school yesterday. 
2) She was my friends  
3) They did not work yesterday. 
4) He was not at the party last night 
5) Did you buy a pen yesterday? 
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b. Simple Present Tense 
Werner and Spaventa (2002) stated that “the simple present tense often 
refers to actions or situations that do not change frequently. It is used to describe 
habits or routines, to express opinions, or to make general statements of fact”. In 
addition, Azar (2003) states that the simple present expresses events or situations 
that exist, always, usually, habitually; they exist now, have existed in the past, and 
probably will exist in the future. Simple present tense also expresses the general 
statement of fact.  
Some examples of simple present tense: 
1) They study for two hours every night 
2) She is a beautiful girl.  
3) It does not rain in Jakarta.  
4) Does he work today? 
 
c. Simple Future Tense 
Simple future tense is used for actions that will occur in the future. Be 
going to and will are used to express future time. Be going to is used to express to 
a prior plan. However, will is used to express a decision the speaker does at the 
moment of speaking or without planning before. 
Some examples of simple future tense: 
1) I am going to leave at nine tomorrow morning. 
2) We are going to be late 
3) She will come tomorrow. 
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4) Marie will be at the meeting today. 
 
d. Past Progressive Tense 
The past progressive expresses an activity that was in progress (was 
occurring, was happening) at a point of time in the past or at the time of another 
action.  
Some examples of past progressive tense: 
1) They were walking down the street when it began to rain. 
2) He was writing a letter. 
3) She was not washing her clothes. 
4) Was she singing a song?  
 
e. Present Progressive Tense 
According to Azar (2003) the present progressive expresses an activity that 
is progress at the moment of speaking. It is a temporary activity that began in the 
past, is continuing at present, and will probably end at some point in the future.  
Some examples of simple past tense : 
1) I am reading my grammar book right now. 
2) Kids are playing football 
3) John is not sleeping. 
4) Are you listening to me? 
5) Is the teacher speaking right now? 
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2) Personal Pronoun 
A pronoun is used in place of a noun. A word that is used in the place of a 
noun or noun phrase. Usually when a noun or noun phrase has been used once, a 
pronoun is used to avoid repetition of the same noun or noun phrase. There are 
some parts of personal pronouns. First, subject pronouns are used as a subject of 
sentences. Second, object pronouns are used as the objects of verbs. Third, 
possessive pronouns are used as a possession that not followed immediately by a 
noun and can stand alone. The last, possessive adjective also used a possession 
that followed immediately by a noun and cannot stand alone. 
In the Understanding and Using English Grammar book by Azar (2003), 
there are some parts of personal pronouns: 
 Subject 
Pronoun 
Object 
Pronoun 
Possessive 
Pronoun 
Possessive 
Adjective 
Singular I 
You 
She, He, It 
Me 
You 
Her, Him, It 
Mine 
Yours 
Hers, His, Its 
My 
Your 
Her, His, Its 
Plural We 
You 
They 
Us 
You 
Them 
Ours 
Yours 
Theirs 
Our 
Your 
Their 
 
Some examples of personal pronouns: 
1) John has a car. He drives to work. 
2) I talk to him every day 
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3) That book is hers. Yours is over there 
4) A bird uses its wings to fly. 
5) The brown cat is yours. 
6) I read a book. It was good. 
7) It’s cold today. 
 
3) Subject Verb Agreement 
According to Langan (2006), subject verb agreement is a verb must agree 
with its subject in number.  A singular subject (one person or thing) takes a 
singular verb. Meanwhile, a plural subject (more than one person or thing) takes a 
plural verb. 
a. Singular Subject – Singular Verb 
Singular subject is pronoun he, she, and it, or nouns that can replace with 
he, she or it.  
Several examples of singular subject and singular verb: 
1) He runs four miles every day. 
2) Sally rides her bike to school 
3) My friend lives in Boston  
 
b. Plural Subject – Plural Verb 
The definition of plural subject is a subject pronoun such as I, we, you, 
they, and all plural nouns.  
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Several examples of plural subject and plural verb: 
1) They ride the school bus in the afternoon. 
2) Snails move slowly. 
3) You read a book. 
 
D. Studies on Writing 
There are many studies related to this study. Firstly, Krishnasamy (2015) 
conduct a study of ESL diploma students‟ grammatical error in the use of simple 
past and past continuous tense at INTI International University, Malaysia. The 
sample of this study was 28 ESL diploma students, chosen randomly from 101 
students who took the course. He aimed to identify and to classify the errors based 
on types and forms such as uses of nouns, verbs, adjectives, and tenses. He found 
seven types of grammatical errors committed by ESL students in this study, which 
involve the uses of tenses, gerunds, adjectives, nouns, verbs, subject verb 
agreement and prepositions.  
Secondly, Phuket (2015) made a study about understanding EFL students‟ 
errors in writing at a university in Songkhla, Thailand. The students sample was 
second and third year undergraduates in the total of 40 students. They were all 
native speakers of Thai that they had studied English through regular Thai 
language instruction at school before entering the university. This study 
investigated the types of errors and the linguistic level in students‟ writing. The 
result of this study showed that the most frequent types of errors were translated 
words from Thai, word choice, verb tense, preposition, and comma.  
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Thirdly, a study conducted by Ulfiansyah (2012) in the English 
Department of IAIN Ar-raniry about an analysis of the use of subject agreement 
in students‟ recount text. The sample of this study was 24 students. He found the 
total subject verb agreements written by students were 470 sentences. Form that, 
127 sentences (27%) were wrong and 343 sentences (73%) were correct. It can be 
concluded that he students of this study has been quite understood about the use of 
subject verb agreement in a sentence.  
Lastly, another study was conducted by Azhar (2013) in English 
Department Student of UIN Ar-raniry about students‟ mistakes in writing. She 
investigated the students‟ tenses mistake in writing among the third year students. 
25 students participated in the study and she reported that some mistakes made by 
the students in the usage of Present Tense is 71.70%; the Present Continuous is 
0%; the Present perfect Tense is 1.89%; the Past Tense is 5.66%; and the Future 
Tense is 20.75%. It can be seen that student mostly made mistakes in the usage of 
the Present Perfect Tense. 
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CHAPTER III 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
 
This chapter deals with the research methodology which consists of 
research design, population and sample, technique of collecting data, and data 
analysis.  
 
A. Research Design 
As mentioned earlier in the previous discussion, the purpose of this study 
is to find out and to identify the grammatical mistakes in students‟ writing at 
English Language Education of UIN Ar-raniry, this study employs a qualitative 
approach. According to Creswell (2014, p.32), “Qualitative research is an 
approach for exploring and understanding the meaning individuals or groups 
ascribe to a social or human problem”. Gay and Airasian (2000, p.275) states that 
“qualitative research is the collection of extensive data on many variables over an 
extended period of time, in naturalistic setting, in order to gain insight not 
possible using other types of researcher. This was designed to find out students‟ 
grammatical mistakes in writing and to analyze their mistakes in grammar by 
using percentage.  
 
B. Source of Data  
Source of data of this study was documents, which are students‟ writing. 
There was 19 students‟ writing from Writing II class at the third semester students 
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of English Language Education of Tarbiyah and Teacher-Training Faculty, UIN 
Ar-raniry. In getting the document, the researcher used purposive sampling. 
According to Arikunto (2006, p.139) “purposive sampling is a technique that is 
used to take a sample based on the existence of considerations that focus on a 
particular goal”. The considerations of this study were students took writing II and 
basic grammar or grammar I and the purpose of this study is to find out 
grammatical mistakes made by students . 
 
C. Technique of Collecting Data 
In collecting document, the researcher gave a topic which the students 
should write. The topic is “your experience in learning English at UIN ar-raniry. 
They should write about 100-150 words in one period of class about 90 minutes.  
 After collecting the documents, those writing would identify some 
grammatical mistakes are tense, personal pronouns, and subject verb agreement. 
After identifying grammatical mistakes, it would be classified based on the aspect 
of grammar. In tenses, there are some aspects that are simple present tense, simple 
past tense, simple future tenses, present progressive tense and past progressive 
tense. In personal pronouns, there are four aspects; subject pronoun, object 
pronoun, possessive pronoun and possessive adjective. In subject verb agreement, 
the aspects are singular subject with singular verbs and plural subject with plural 
verbs. 
 
 
  
27 
 
D. Technique of Data Analysis 
Method of data analysis was an important part of a study, because the 
researcher formulated the result of the study. After collecting the data and find out 
the grammatical mistakes of students‟ writing, the researcher made the percentage 
of grammatical mistakes. The percentage was used to find out what aspect of 
grammatical mistakes that mostly occurred in students‟ writing. In calculating the 
percentage, this following formula was used: 
 
  
 
 
       
Notes:   
P = Percentage  
F = The mistakes of students 
N = The total of mistakes 
100% = constant value 
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CHAPTER IV 
RESEARCH FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
 
This chapter presents the analysis and interpretation of the data collected 
through students „writing. It shows the findings of the study concerning on 
grammatical mistakes made by the students in their writing. The data were 
analyzed to answer the research questions stated in chapter 1. 
 
A. Findings  
After collecting and identifying the data, the researcher tabulated and 
explained them in detail. The first one, the researcher identified and then marked 
the mistakes in the students‟ writing. Next, these mistakes were classified into 
several aspects such as tenses, personal pronouns, and subject verb agreements. 
Then, the mistakes were analyzed and summarized in the tables. The tables were 
presented to answer the first research question what kinds of grammatical 
mistakes made by the second year students of English Department Students in 
their writing. 
 
1. Mistakes in Tenses 
Tense is a way of language expresses the time, which an event described 
by a sentence occur. In this study, there are only five tenses that analyzed in 
students‟ writing; simple present, simple past, simple future, present progressive, 
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and past progressive. Based on the analysis, there are many students made 
mistakes in the used of tenses in their writing. The data showed in the table 4.1 
Table 4.1 students’ mistakes in tense 
No Student Number Name Mistakes 
1.  160203040 Z 7 
2.  160203042 MA 4 
3.  160203043 CHF 6 
4.  160203049 N 1 
5.  160203050 DSD 4 
6.  160203051 AA 1 
7.  160203053 RK 5 
8.  160203054 MU 7 
9.  160203055 FA 4 
10.  160203057 MFM 1 
11.  160203060 MRA 5 
12.  160203061 K 4 
13.  160203064 MT 4 
14.  160203066 DY 5 
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15.  160203068 MJJ 12 
16.  160203069 TIM 4 
17.  160203071 AF 4 
18.  160203073 KA 5 
19.  160203079 AK 5 
Total of mistakes 88 
 
2. Mistakes in Personal Pronoun 
Personal pronoun is a pronoun that refers to a particular person, or thing 
that can take the place of nouns and noun phrase. A singular pronoun is used to 
refer to a singular noun and a plural noun is used to refer to a plural noun (Azar, 
2003). Based on the analysis, there are some mistakes found in students‟ writing 
that showed in table 4.2. 
Table 4.2 Students’ mistakes in personal pronoun. 
No Student Number Name Mistakes 
1.  160203040 Z - 
2.  160203042 MA - 
3.  160203043 CHF 1 
4.  160203049 N - 
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5.  160203050 DSD - 
6.  160203051 AA - 
7.  160203053 RK - 
8.  160203054 MU - 
9.  160203055 FA - 
10.  160203057 MFM - 
11.  160203060 MRA - 
12.  160203061 K - 
13.  160203064 MT - 
14.  160203066 DY - 
15.  160203068 MJJ 5 
16.  160203069 TIM - 
17.  160203071 AF - 
18.  160203073 KA - 
19.  160203079 AK - 
Total of Mistakes 6 
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3. Mistakes in Subject Verb Agreement 
Subject verb agreement is a rule of grammar which states that a singular 
subject agree with singular verbs and plural subject agree with plural verbs. Based 
on the analysis, the students made some mistakes in the used of subject verb-
agreement. The data of mistakes were presented in the table 4.3. 
Table 4.3 Students’ mistakes in subject verb agreement 
No Student Number Name Mistakes 
1.  160203040 Z 7 
2.  160203042 MA 1 
3.  160203043 CHF 1 
4.  160203049 N - 
5.  160203050 DSD - 
6.  160203051 AA - 
7.  160203053 RK - 
8.  160203054 MU 1 
9.  160203055 FA - 
10.  160203057 MFM - 
11.  160203060 MRA 3 
12.  160203061 K 1 
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13.  160203064 MT 1 
14.  160203066 DY 2 
15.  160203068 MJJ 8 
16.  160203069 TIM - 
17.  160203071 AF 1 
18.  160203073 KA 4 
19.  160203079 AK - 
Total of Mistakes 30 
 
4.  The Percentage of Mistakes 
Based on the data showed in the table above, the total of mistakes made by 
the students was 124 mistakes, which are 88 in tense, 30 in subject verb 
agreement, and 6 in personal pronoun. The researcher calculated the percentage of 
this mistake in following formula :  
a. Mistakes in Tenses 
P  
88
124
x 100  
         
 
b. Mistakes in Subject Verb Agreement 
P  
30
124
x 100  
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P   24     
c. Mistakes in Personal Pronoun 
P  
6
124
x 100  
P   4.84  
 
 Table 4.4 the percentage of mistakes 
No Aspects Total Percentage 
1.  Tenses 88 70.97% 
2.  Subject Verb Agreement 30 24.19% 
3.  Personal Pronoun 6 4.84% 
Total 100% 
 
The table above shown the entire of grammatical mistakes in students‟ 
witing, which is the largest number of mistakes in tenses about 70.97%. 
Moreover, in subject verb agreement about 24.19% and in personal pronoun 
4.84%.   
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B. Discussion 
Based on the students‟ writing papers, there are some students still made 
grammatical mistakes. Also, there are several students who write like talking style 
which is an informal writing. After analyzing students‟ writing completely, it is 
necessary to discuss the result of this study. The discussion would focus on the 
result of the student‟s mistakes in tense, personal pronoun, and subject verb 
agreement.  
In tense, most of the students made mistakes about it in their writing. From 
the data, there were about 88 mistakes found in student‟s writing. The researcher 
found that students mostly made mistakes of tense were simple past tense. Also, 
they a little bit confused between simple present tense and present progressive. 
Some mistakes found in the use of tenses are: 
1) I was very insure with my classmate..... because I come from ...... 
2) When the first time I study in this major. 
3) I learning grammar, vocabulary,...... 
4) Grammar very importance for us .... 
5) I not too much know vocab...... 
6) She make my life  
7) I speech in front..... 
8) .... so that their not really make us feel pain by the lesson 
9) Many lecturer was graduated from overseas. 
10) ... going to be a teacher and using English 
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Suggestion for the mistakes : 
1) I was very insured by my classmate..... because I come from ...... 
3) When the first time I studied in this major. 
4) I learn the grammar, vocabulary,...... 
5) Grammar is very important for us .... 
6) I did not know many vocabularies...... 
7) She makes my life  
8) I give a speech or I speak in front..... 
9) .... so that they do not really make us feeling bored to the lesson 
10) Many lecturers graduated from overseas. 
11) ... I am going to be a teacher and using English 
 
In personal pronoun, the students understand how to use the personal 
pronoun such as subject pronoun, object pronoun, possessive pronoun and 
possessive adjective. Most of students did not make mistakes in the use of subject 
and object pronouns. However, there are some students still made mistakes in 
possessive pronouns. There are about 6 mistakes found in students‟ writing. This 
is not a high number of mistakes. It means that the students know and understand 
about personal pronoun. 
Some mistakes found in the use of personal pronoun are: 
1) Just listening to your lecturer, that‟s can make you get the best 
experience in you life 
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2) And some lecturer don‟t know how to transfer their knowledge but their 
so smart. 
3) They understand how our conditions so that their not really make us 
feel pain by the lesson. 
4) They just want we to know how they feel when they in college too. 
 
Suggestion of the mistakes : 
1) Just listening to your lecturer, that‟s can make you get the best 
experience in your life 
2) And some lecturers don‟t know how to transfer their knowledge, but 
they are so smart. 
3) They understand how our conditions so that they are not really make us 
feeling bored to the lesson. 
4) They just want us to know how they feel when they are  in college too 
 
In subject verb agreement, the students made some mistakes in their 
writing. This is the second mistake of the three aspects of grammatical of this 
study that most students did. They made mistakes in the use of gerund as the 
subject of the sentence as in the example 6 and also the use of to be as the verb of 
the sentence. 
Some mistakes of subject verb agreement found in students‟ writing: 
1) I learning grammar, vocabulary, speaking, listening. 
2) Grammar very important.... 
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3) This lesson very useful.... 
4) I not too much know vocab. 
5) She make me confident then I speech in front of my friends. 
6) Study in UIN Ar-raniry is the best moment... 
7) Many lecturers was graduated from overseas. 
8) But after all I likes everything about this university. 
9) They are give us the best motivation. 
10) Some Lecturer is good at teaching. 
 
Suggestion for the mistakes: 
1) I learn the grammar, vocabulary, speaking, and listening. 
2) Grammar is very Important 
3) This lesson is very useful 
4) I did not know many vocabularies. 
5) She makes me confident then I speak in front of my friends. 
6) Studying in UIN Ar-raniry is the best moment 
7) Many lecturers graduated from overseas. 
8) But after all I like everything about this university. 
9) They give us the best motivation. 
10) Some Lecturers are good at teaching. 
 
In conclusion, students made some mistakes in their writing. From the 
three aspects of grammar mentioned in previous chapter, the data of mistakes was 
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88 mistakes in tense, 30 mistakes in subject verb agreement, and 6 mistakes in 
personal pronoun. The most mistakes made by students were tenses, which is 
70.97% .  
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
 
After conducting the study, doing the analysis, and the presenting the 
findings, this chapter presents the conclusion and suggestion of this study.  
 
A. Conclusion 
The mistake is a natural process that occurs in language learning, 
especially for EFL learners. The findings of this study cannot really be 
generalized and regarded as representing an entire population, because this study 
only focused on 19 students‟ writing. The grammatical mistakes made by students 
were tense, personal pronouns and subject verb-agreements because this study 
only focused on three aspects. Based on the explanation and the data presented in 
the previous chapter, the researcher concluded that from the three aspects of 
grammar that mentioned in previous chapter, the data of mistakes was 88 mistakes 
in tense, 30 mistakes in subject verb agreement, and 6 mistakes in personal 
pronoun. The most mistakes made by students were tenses, which is 70.97% .  
 
B. Suggestion  
Based on the findings, the researcher would like to offer some suggestions 
to be considered in teaching in order to improve the students‟ writing ability. The 
first suggestion is for lecturers. They should more consider for the students who 
lack of grammar knowledge. By analyzing the grammatical mistakes made by the 
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students in their writing, the lectures can know which part of the learning must be 
corrected and what strategy can be used to improve the quality of their writing.  
The second is for students. The researcher suggested to the students to be 
more focused and serious in learning grammar, such as tenses, personal pronouns, 
and subject verb agreement. Also the students should study more insensitively 
about grammar and practiced by themselves besides in university to improve their 
ability in mastering grammar in order to increase the quality of their writing. 
The last is for the next researcher who wants to conduct a study about 
errors or mistakes in the language learning especially in writing. The researcher 
suggested investigating the reasons why students make an error or mistake. 
Because this study only focuses on mistakes made by the students. Also, to find 
out what is the problems that are faced by students in mastering grammar that 
affect to their writing, especially in tenses. It seems that most of them still difficult 
to use tense in their writing. This study only focused on three aspects; tenses, 
personal pronouns, and subject verb-agreement. Thereby, it will be possible for 
the next researchers to conduct a study which covers other categories of grammar 
or another aspect in writing such as capitalization, punctuation, modals, and 
others. 
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